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the possession of Kcl Head, never occui

to them.
1 wait«-«! for school to let out, heavy v

the fear that a't th.- last moment Kcl II
would say, "You may all ijo except Paul

Bui the dispersing !>«.!. raiij*; we grabl
our !i..t- and books and dived f«<r the d
and no detaining voice reached me. I
admit that it must have been an untisu;

loud voice that could have stopped me.

made all tin- noise that I could ;is I went <

with th«' idea that it' I'.'d H.-a 1 reall) cal
me I oiild say next «lay:

"I didn't hear you, Miss Anderson. 'I

boys was makin' such a ti"i ..'" I had tr

that, and it had done fairly well onoccasio
S«. I hastened out of th.' schoolyard, at

head of a sycophantic Land «.(' follow«
serene in the belief that Red Head had f
gottct t" puni h me for my indi
and ;i. .. he consi 1ère«! it a perfectly natu
affair for tin- :.. '.«. going amund with a poi
etful of nickel Alas! Little did 1 ken
th.- ri-venu«. -In- was planning!
A S I ay, I was the worshiped of the sy<

****. phartt had never l>cen mon: th
ordinarily ptipular with my fellow-; but tl
aft« rn. «on I wa the belove«! of all. T«

.¦.. ho was t\\«. id <>f tile, a

thirteen «>r fourteen, fairly devoured
The only previou time th

Tom ( 'unitT had ever notii e«l me, *o far as

coul re. all, was once when I refu
a ball tor him and h«- boxed me <.n the <.

and pu ntoa mu«l puddle. Hut he
< "uniff walking familiarly

i«le, an I, v hi n others trii d to rowd me

littl« :i a growl:
"Here, hot in' Paulie! Hi

an«! ':.'' frientls. We're goin' somewhet
we, Paulie?"

"*i id I, wondi ring where it wa

bul imagining and quite right I «

that it v "ne Ann J
Along the way Tom dis. our i «1 on

topics, interrupting me only by his task
...y from m

< in« ' Arch
il Breitenstein,

mpanionship with mo and m
'. a <li tin.

But Toi me. He at

hair of i hurt, he
"\ litt! fi ll.r, Paul

ar. Th.- tin, . littl
I know! Say. have ye seen them tci

cent ha 1 to Oi 1 >oii

buy one «.' them '"

"II I had not though
m ont m«

m«' that I wanted a ten-cent bat more tha
anything «1 in the world. Also a reg'la

.11. the COVer ..Wed 111 tWO pifCI
.. icorecard, an«! well, whatever hapnene.

Wlhed . >n«' \ il ..'.

I ft" . el«I open th.
me to p". r. It wa

t'tllllft \\1: 1« ¦!!¦

throng without and forbad« th«*ir enterinj
after me.

"I an'l ye I. * Paulie alone?" he d< mande«!
"D'ye think he' gtnn' ter pend all his
monei on i«Ls? L< at e him lie, "r

A threatening »wing of hi arm made then]
fall bai 1. terrified; but they amid not Im
driven awat from the door, against which
thej push«*«! on« another, en«ling comment
in upon us.
"Aw, who wants to come in? Hcain'l rçot

no monev, anj way! Wait till wr ketch him
alone! f)«>n'i ye buy him nothin', Paulie.
Say, Paulie, don't ye remember the time I
let ye use mj ;led when yotirn was broke?
Hev, Paulie, don't be ¡tingy!"

In the face of so mu« h flattert" and threats
I wa like a ree«i in the March wind. I knew
not what t., do, whither to turn. I v. II
of the ¦!¦ sire t.. treat .dl alike; but Tom
<'uniff would not have it ...

QN'E ARM JAKE looked with disfavor
^*^ ..il the presence of Mr. ('uniff in his
shop. Tom was not« iriou >ly not a large pur-
ha er. and Jake did not expei t thai now he
had .my money. Mut when he l«*ok«*d over

the counter and saw thai 1 wa - with him, h«'
melted.

"Hell,,, paulie," he said. "Back again?"
"Yi Sir," s,|j,| |f ".m'
"An' h<- want- a ten-cent Lat. an' a liait,

an a scorecan! an' how much are them

pistols in tin-um.let' An'gimme I unan

Paulie a nickel novel almut Dcadwood
Dick. Oh, they're fine, them Deadwood
Dick novels, Paulie! Ain't you never read
n«.n«- o' them? An' what else 1*» you want,
Paulie? There! ain't them fine?"

A One Arm Jake, at the behest of Te
C'linilT, seiet teil the various articles, th
were passed over to me, and my arms \v<

full. Hut I was clever-aha! »U'ver! I w

not to be «aught, insolvent, and, as ca

thing Letame mine I paid for it before I to
another. I knew the moment must cor

when my wealth would be dissolved, wh
its purchasing power would cease, when t
!.. I nickel would have Leen fished up fr<;
my pockets! And yet -and yet -though
Lought and bough! and bought, the store
coins ditl not sctn to diminish with astoni-
ingspeed. I -till found, as I paidforajac
knife that cost the huge sum of fifteen cení
that I had millions of nickels and other coi
left.
Tom Cuniff regarded me, loaded lil

Santa Clan-, with a satisfied smile. Then 1
-aid, "My goodness, Paulie! Lut you tan

carry all them things! Don't you want n

to. any -«.me o' them? The bat an' tin- Lai
Course I don't mind carryin' them fer a go«
feller like you-.-. An', say, if I any -..me

'em, will you l'-nd '«-m to me?"
"You y>!i can have 'em all!" I ex lain*

in a ma ! burst of generosity. "I got plent
mor.- money, ain't I, Mr. Jake" Co 01

Tom, you keep em. Mr. Jake, gimme at

other Lat, an' another Lall, an' another
an-.tht-r all them thing-. An' kin I have
tlag-.'.-r. an' five pieces «>' molasses hunk
I lon't you hke candy, Tom?"

< >h, v.-., Tom like«! candy, an«!, warmin
up to my offer, he selected his favorite cone

po itions from the showcase, and stuffe
them into his pockets. Then we went out i

the -ton- again, and were met by the ei
ni rabble,

"oh, lookit! Oh, Paulie, leave me try y»
bat?" It was grabbed fr.«m my arms, an«
with it an impromptu game of three old C8
was going on m the middle of the street be
fore I ha«! time t«> realize that I was robbed
But Tom flew t.. tin- r> ¡cue and restored m;
property t«. me, though not without son-
little trouble.

"('.me on, Paulie," a: 1 Tom Cunifl
"Let' .¦ omewhere an' have a good time.
"When »" ¡aid I.
"Down the swamp," whispered he.
I Man hi ¡. 1 Had Leen taught to drear

that the swamp as I would dreai
a fever haunted distri« t. It was over ¡««-hin«
th.- factories, and the employees of th«
chocolate mills lived there. It was a dis
reputable neighborhood, the horror ««i

mother«.
With 'he vi ion already forming in in)

mind of an angry maternal parent awaiting
my tardy homecoming, I declined to go wit-
Tom; whereupon, shouldering thebat I had
"I»-nt" him, and tucking the Lall into ht-
¡i' «cket, !:«. -aid non« hatantly:

"All right, then, I don't tar«-," and left me.
I stood d rted by my false friend!

"DIT I wa no; «!' sert«! for long. The n st
of my acquaintan eeing that the

ogre had left me, now flocked t«> my side, and
I was nee more the center of a fawning
flock. I welcomed the return of those with
whom I was in«ire familiar. In Tom's com¬

pany I had seemed like a lesser quantity;
nit now the masterfulness of wealth

ha« k to me, and I assumed the dire« torship
again.

However, when < 'ne Arm Jake's was men.

tinned, I declined. Somehow, ««u my second
trip there, I had imagine«! that I noticed a
luspi« ions look in that merchant's eyes, and
it began to dawn on me that perhaps he was

wondering where I g«.t all my money. I
would ii"t take any chances. Furthermore,
hal I not bought all the stock of his store?
1 could remember nothing more.

But we w.-nt t.. th«- drugstore, where I
emptied a jar of rock candy of its crystalline
sweetness, and made Danny Draper, the
clerk, gape open eyed by ordering vanilla
soda for all h.m.L.
We n.-xt visited Henry Davis, the grocer,

and th.-re I purchased egg biscuit by the
flour-bagful, raisins, citron, dri»-d currants,
and animal trackers and nior»- citron! I
have tu-ver «aten citron from that day to
this, because Mut I am running ahead of
my narrative.
"My!" sau! Henry Davis. "Your mother

must be g"in' to give a party, Paulie."
"Y-yes,"said I. "How much is all them?"
"I »..liaran' eighty-live cents," said Henry.

"Bring the book?"
"X-no," I said; "Mil pay fer them." I

counted out the necessary amount, and de-
parted from the store.

I had begun to notice one peculiar thing
by this time. My following was growing
less and less with each store 1 visited. Seven
or eight of mv friends had deserted me on
coming out Of the drugstore, running away
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